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Hr, Wmver 

©l|*«Ct<WF 

F4MS@ir&l Bureau of laves tl^at Ion 

BBSS, BepartBoat of Justice 

WasMiisrtiMtt B.e. 

Bear Mr. aocrrar: 

^feraaee is mmAe to your letter of 11 July ia which 
you asJc about tlto availability of Bocoweatary waterial 
substaatiatlaf «me of oar recent repcnrts relatl^ to the 
i3iq?ortajiee of san*rise in a fw*at offensive opexatiosi la 
the initial stiMi^ 

itafsrtuaately, aaeti 4©eiawatary material Is not 
awilable. Boreover, we have tihus far been unable to 
obtain corroboEwtlon of the roport frcaa any Soviet defectors. 

IBtewever, we share yoiwt feellnigr that the recent oi^basls 
which t]^ Soviets have been givini^ to the el^nent of surprise 
is^of wajor slgnifieance. hs you are probably uRare, the 
subject taw rweoived prwnlaimt at tent durlaf tho past 
several sooths in public stat«s«its by Soviet ailltary 
Iwudsrs. 

It say bo reoalled that ia 6tnlln*s day the surprise 
factor was appwreatly ecaislderod of secondary laportance. 
Stalin hlaoelf frequently rofo.r»ed to it as ”a subsidiary 
oleuent** in dbtteruiainB the outeowe of wllitary conflict. 

In recent cMinths, however, the Stalinist concepts seean to 
have been noticeably nedlfied. For esanple, on Ibirch 
of this ysar Bnrshal P. Botulstrov wrote la RID STAR that 
”It mtst be said fiwuaidty that in certain etreuwetancew a 
sarppise attack la the fom of an atomic or hydrogen weapon 
aitaclt might th® decidlag factor in achieving suceees 
iwt only in tho initial period of war but in the war as 
a whole/' 1%eee views were tmem recently further cHnphasined 
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by Mwteawit S. SBjAtllav, Itepity Chief ef thm mirn 

Peiitieel A^lnletrKtim ®f the mfrnmrn Kinlatey. 
la th* m Mmr 1^5 issae mf htrmmf msSETTM, Shatilav mw&u 
mm mm tmr mm tm tiAa a mtmp at tim Staliaist doatriae mt 
mhamrMmSy rath»r th«a trylag to aaticipat®, the iattlai 
faree of tb* mmmmf attack. Be goes oa, exp^ieaee 

of the gfoat latboflaad War. . .s:hcaRs tl^t th© sigalfteaac© 
of tl»e oionE^at of sarpr-tso fa BGKSara coaditioas Iumi aot 
eatly l^seaod bat ea the coatraary has b©e@»@ ii^re 

la the event that farther laformtiow ea this sab^ect 
eas be ^talaed^ w# wtH proiiptly mmJm It available to you. 

Siacerelf fQtajm, 


All&nW: Dulles 
Directm* 
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DistfiftutiOn J 

Copy 1 & 2 -> Addressee 

3 - SR /RP 

4 - sn A 

5 & 6 - SR/O 
7 & 8 - DCI 
9 - DD/P 


Chief, SR Division 
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